ANNUAL
REPORT

» Successful completion of first round of GAOA
funding totaling $149,930

* Celebrated 50th Mega and 20th Anniversary

* Recognized as outstanding volunteer organization
by the Ozark National Scenic Riverways

* Participated in several outreach opportunities
including Jr Ranger Day, Alpine Shop Expo, and
Conservation Day at the Capitol with Conservation
Federation of Missouri
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As we say when one door
closes, another opens and for
Terry, that open door led him to
the world of volunteering with
the OTA. With a willingness to
learn, grow, and meet the chal-
lenges beyond being a grunt,
Terry has become an integral
part of the construction and
TA and the complexity of the
GAOA funding the OTA is receiving. For most project weeks
with our St. Louis AmeriCorps teams, Terry is leading the
charge out on the OT and sharing the most interesting places
to be found where the OT traverses through the Ozarks.

DAN CHILDRESS
The OTA is so fortunate to b R e R

have this amazing couple R

who have embraced life in the ’
woods. Both Dan and Carol
come from backgrounds that
took them into nature sharing
their love and knowledge of the
world around us. Retirement |

is just another adventure that

3-Legged Monster
Race participants

they have embraced and when the OT became part of their
backyard, both have been paying it forward as adopters of a
section of Blair Creek. This past year’s work included tread
restoration, trail maintenance and making the trail look great.

Fall Mega tread
repair on the Courtoist 7#*

$226,327.29

THE OZARK TRAIL.

EXPENSES 7%
$218,284.08

OUR MISSION:

TO DEVELOP, MAINTAIN, PRESERVE, PROMOTE,

& PROTECT THE RUGGED, NATURAL BEAUTY OF

GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT

In 2023, the OTA successfully organized over 39 events. The organi-
zation secured contracts with a record-breaking 15 AmeriCorps crews,
alongside hiring a dedicated full-time trail crew leader. These endeavors
laid a solid foundation for notable accomplishments, including the reopen-
ing of the Big Spring spur trail, in preparation for the Big Spring facility
updates.

Additionally, the implementation of multiple sign-in boxes and kiosks
along the trail stands as a testament to the OTA's commitment to en-
hancing safety. Collaborating closely with the US Forest Service, the OTA
facilitated the certification of nearly 30 sawyers across four sessions.

Moreover, a thorough assessment of 291.9 miles of the OT
within the Mark Twain National Forest was conducted, resulting
in the rehabilitation of 18.65 miles of trail tread.




